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Abstract. It is presented a brief history of the research on Phthiraptera order in Romania. Also, a list
with 109 titles of scientifical papers and chapters of books published as yet are presented, which
include data on the bird and mammal lice from Romania. Some of veterinary medicine papers, which
mention the lice and refer to only the effects of their presence on the hosts, underlining their control,
where not included in this list. 

Résumé. On présente un court historique des recherches effectuées sur les représentants de l’ordre des
Phthiraptera de la faune de Roumanie. On présente aussi une liste comprenant 109 titres de travaux
scientifiques et de chapitres de livres qui ont été publiés jusqu’à présent et qui contiennent des données
concernant les poux des oiseaux et des mammifères de Roumanie. Toutefois on a omis de cette liste
certains travaux de médecine vétérinaire qui ne font qu’évoquer les effets de la présence des
mallophages sur leurs hôtes, ainsi que les méthodes utilisées pour les combattre.
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Phthiraptera study from the Romanian fauna was aproached only at the
beginning of the 20th century. Most of the papers published as yet deal especially
with information on the parasite-host association and on the faunology. A few
papers deal with the taxonomic problems as the description of some species or
subspecies new to science. There are some papers which discuss some
morphological aspects in some species. Also, two papers were published basing on
the results of some laboratory experiments with living specimens of a chewing louse
species. Several papers of veterinary medicine mention louse species which parasite
on birds and domestic mammals from Romania, sometimes with a very brief
morphological description, but underlining the symptomatology generated to the
hosts by these ectoparasites and their control. Some of these papers of veterinary
medicine were skipped in the lists of the titles of this paper.

The first paper regarding the Romanian Phthiraptera was published by
Professor N. Leon, in 1912. He presented detailed data on the diagnosis of five
Anoplura species and five Trichodectidae (Ischnocera) species, all of them parasites
of man and domestic animals. Also he mentioned nine chewing louse species on
domestic birds, but without other details.

The second paper on Romanian Phthiraptera was published by O. Marcu in
1929 where he presented a list of 45 chewing louse species, specifying only their
hosts, without any other information (collecting data are absent). Professor Ion
Bechet informed me on that the author told him that the material subjected to the
analysis in this paper was collected from birds captured in the Danube Delta and the
Eastern Carpathians. 
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In 1934, W. K. Knechtel published a list with eight chewing louse species
collected from different birds from Romania, interesting from hunting point of view.
In 1938 W. K. Knechtel and I. I. Cãtuneanu published together detailed diagnoses
for six species of the genus Philopterus (Ischnocera).

The first PhD thesis on Romanian chewing lice from our country was that of
Maria Iordan-Georgescu’s. In 1941 she published her thesis in which there are
detailed information on 48 chewing louse species (complete diagnosis, information
on hosts, collecting data, original drawings).

In his paper “Insectes ectoparasites (Mallophages, Anoplures, Siphonaptéres)”
(1944) from the collection “Faune de France”, E. Séguy cites six Romanian chewing
louse species (from Bucharest and its outskirts). The author made these reports
basing on the material received from Romania from Professor V. Niþulescu. This
material was collected from individuals belonging to 5 bird species originating in
Bucharest and its outskirts. In four of these chewing louse species the mentioned
host-parasite association suggests some errors either in the chewing louse
identification, or in host identification. It is about the following species:
Menacanthus camelinus (mentioned as Myrsidea inaequale, which is, in fact,
Menacanthus inaequalis and it is a synonym of M. camelinus; typical host for this
species is Lanius collurio) was found on Corvus monedula; Myrsidea anathorax and
Brueelia varia (mentioned as Degeeriella varia), whose typical host is Corvus
monedula, were found on Corvus frugilegus; Philopterus corvi, whose typical host
is Corvus corax, was found on Corvus frugilegus. The other two species collected
by Professor V. Niþulescu are: Colpocephalum flavescens, collected from an eagle
(the species is not mentioned), and Chelopistes meleagridis (mentioned as Goniodes
meleagridis), collected from Meleagris gallopavo and Numida meleagris (the last
one is not a typical host for Chelopistes meleagridis, but in captivity this kind of
desertion is possible).

In 1946, G. D. Vasiliu published a list with 19 chewing louse species
collected mainly from the birds from the Bucharest outskirts.

In 1960, St. von Kéler published the paper „Über die dualistische
differenzierung der Gattung Anatoecus Cummings (Mallophaga)” where he
described two new subspecies (Anatoecus icterodes catuneanui and A. dentatus
georgescui) which he dedicated to the Romanian specialists Ion Cãtuneanu and
Maria Iordan-Georgescu. These subspecies were described after a material collected
by W. K. Knechtel from a specimen of Aythya nyroca from Romania (Meºtera Lake
– the Danube Delta). Also in this paper, the author cites other chewing lice of the
genus Anatoecus collected by W. K. Knechtel from Romanian birds belonging to the
following species: Anas platyrhynchos (Tãtaru Lake – the Danube Delta), Anas
querquedula (Jurilovca – Tulcea) and Anas clypeata (Grindul Lupilor – Constanþa).

Professor M. Constantineanu, together with other collaborators, formed a
research team on chewing lice within „Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iaºi, for
the first time. During 1955-1961, he published three papers with data on some
chewing lice collected mainly from domestic birds and of hunting interest, together
with some specialists of this team; in 1958 he published the first list of the
Romanian chewing lice; from the 159 chewing louse species reported till then from
Romania, the authors include only 87 species, the rest being included in another
paper but which was not published since then. 

I. Bechet is the researcher who made the vastest and most minute study on the
Romanian chewing lice published as yet. During 1955-1968 he published 16 papers
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with the descriptions of new species and subspecies, important data on the chewing
lice of the Romanian fauna, the biology and parasitic specificity of the chewing lice
and data on the hiperparasitism occurred in chewing lice. In 1962 he presented his
PhD degree “Cercetãri asupra malofagelor din Republica Popularã Românã”
(“Studies on the chewing lice from the Popular Republic of Romania”) at the
University of Bucharest, guided by Professor Dr. M. A. Ionescu. Unfortunately,
most of the results of his studies were presented only in this thesis, and it was never
published. Both in the published papers and in his thesis there is information on over
270 chewing louse species from the Romanian fauna. Professor Bechet described
eight species new to science and two new subspecies, six of them being valid today,
and one subspecies was raised at the species rank, and two species and the other
subspecies are now synonymized. The described new species considered valid today
are: Brueelia currucae Bechet, 1961 (typical host: Sylvia curruca curruca); B.
lullulae Bechet, 1961 (typical host: Lullula arborea arborea); B. melanocoryphae
Bechet, 1966 (typical host: Melanocorypha calandra calandra); Lagopoecus
tetrastei Bechet, 1963 (typical host: Bonasa bonasia) and Sturnidoecus radui
Bechet, 1965 (typical host: Oriolus oriolus oriolus). The species Pseudomenopon
crecis Bechet, 1963 (typical host: Crex crex) is considered „Nomen Dubium” by
Price (1974) in a paper on the review of the genus Pseudomenopon (page 82 in: R.
D. Price, 1974 - A review of the genus Pseudomenopon (Mallophaga:
Menoponidae). Annals of the Entomological Society of America, 67 (1): 73-84). In
spite of this, in the most recent catalogue of chewing lice it is considered valid
species (page 135, in: R. D. Price, R. A. Hellenthal, R. L. Palma, 2003 - World
checklist of chewing lice with host associations and keys to families and genera. Pp.
1–448. In: R. D. Price, R. A. Hellenthal, R. L. Palma, K. P. Johnson, D. H. Clayton,
The Chewing Lice: World Checklist and Biological Overview, Illinois Natural
History Survey Special Publication 24. x + 501 pp.). In the review of the genus
Laemobothrion from the birds of the order Falconiformes, the species
Laemobothrion romanicum Bechet, 1961 (typical host: Aquila pomarina) was
synonymized with L. vulturis (Fabricius [J. C.], 1775), and the species L. tuleschkovi
Bechet, 1961 (typical host: Circaetus gallicus) was synonymized with L. maximum
(Scopoli, 1763) (pages 254 and 256, in: R. C. Nelson, R. D. Price, 1965 – The
Laemobothrion (Mallophaga: Laemobothriidae) of the Falconiformes. Journal of
Medical Entomology, 2: 249-257). In the recently published catalogue of the
chewing lice, subspecies Lunaceps limosella limosae Bechet, 1968 was
synonymized with L. limosella (Timmermann, 1954), and the subspecies L.
holophaeus timmermanni Bechet, 1968 was raised in rank as species (Lunaceps
timmermanni Bechet, 1968) (page 196, in: R. D. Price, R. A. Hellenthal & R. L.
Palma, op. cit.). In 1963 and 1966, he published in collaboration with R. P. Sumilo,
in Kishinev, two papers with the results of some studies on some chewing lice
collected from some birds from the Republic of Moldavia. I have not included these
two papers in the following list because they deal with some material which does not
originate in Romanian territory.

During 1957-1965, ªt. Negru made several studies on chewing lice and
sucking lice from the Romanian birds and mammals. The results of these studies
were published in 13 papers which consist in very many new faunistic data on the
chewing lice from Romania and in a single paper with new data on the sucking louse
fauna of Romania. In 1960 he described the new chewing louse species, Ricinus
phoenicuri (typical host: Phoenicurus ochruros gibraltariensis), which was
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synonymized later with the species Ricinus rubeculae (Schrank, 1776) (page 264,
in: G. Rheinwald, 1968 – Die Mallophagengattung Ricinus De Geer, 1778. Revision
der ausseramerikanischen Arten. Mitteilungen aus dem Hamburgischen
Zoologischen Museum und Institut, 65: 181-326). In 1959, together with Maria
Suciu, he published a paper in which he reported for the first time some sucking
louse species on mammals from Romania.

In 1968, Mariana Bogoescu published two papers with the results of some
experiments made in laboratory with the species Bovicola bovis (Linnaeus, 1758).

C. Pisicã was in the team created by Professor M. Constantineanu, within
1955-1961, being also the co-author of the papers published along this period. In
1971, together with M. C. Voicu, he published a paper with new data on the sucking
louse fauna of Romania, and in 1972 he published, with C. Andriescu, a paper on the
chewing lice collected from some Corvidae (Passeriformes) from Botoºani County
(North-eastern Romania). He returned in 1980 and 1981 with two papers with data
on the chewing lice collected from some domestic birds and mammals of Romania.
In 1996 he published a book, structured as a monograph paper with the chewing and
sucking louse species from the Romanian domestic birds and mammals.

Phthirapterologist J. Rékási from Hungary collaborates with the Romanian
ornithologist J. B. Kiss for over 30 years, publishing together 12 papers, mainly
faunistic, as yet, with data on the chewing lice collected from some birds of the
Danube Delta and northern Dobrogea (South-eastern Romania). In these papers
there are lists with around 300 chewing louse species collected from birds which
belong to over 150 species. From all of them, around 150 chewing louse species are
reported for the first time in the Romanian fauna. In 1994, J. Rékási, together with L.
Kalabér, published a paper on the chewing lice collected from a mountain cock from
the Cãlimani Mountains (Romania). Also this scientist identified the material from
the chewing louse collection of the Museum of Natural Sciences Târgu Mureº
(Romania), and in 2000, together with Z. Szombath, he published its catalogue. This
catalogue includes 76 chewing louse species and subspecies collected from
autochthonous and exotic birds of Romania.

In 1978, M. Vasiliu published the catalogue of “ªtefan Negru” chewing louse
collection, now included in the patrimony of the Suceava County Museum
(Romania).

M. C. Voicu concentrated especially on the study of sucking lice from
Romania. Thus, during 1968-1977 he published eight papers with new data on the
sucking louse fauna of Romania and a paper in which he described morphologically
and morphometrically the larval stages II and III of the species Enderleinellus
nitzschi Fahrenholz, 1916 (mentioned in the paper as E. sphaerocephalus (Nitzsch,
1818), name synonymized now; typical host: Sciurus vulgaris). In 1973, he also
published a paper with data on the chewing lice collected from some birds of
Romania.

Since 2001, the author of this article published nine papers, both alone and in
collaboration with several ornithologists, some of them presenting new data on the
chewing louse fauna from birds of Romania (new reports for the Romanian fauna
and reports of new hosts), and others dealing with problems of morphology of some
species as Falcolipeurus quadripustulatus (Burmeister, 1838) and Meropoecus
meropis (Denny, 1842).

Besides the papers which deal mainly with Phthiraptera and were published
by specialists in this group, there are also some general papers, specialized in
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veterinary medicine (veterinary parasitology), which present some information
regarding the lice which parasite on domestic birds and mammals, but underlining
more the effects generated by their presence on their hosts and their control. These
papers were published especially by the scientists from the veterinary medicine
field, who were not specialized in the study of Phthiraptera. This explains some
taxonomical errors occurred in some of these papers. In the present list some of
these papers were removed.

The bibliographical list has two parts: in the first there are the papers which
include information only on chewing lice (Phthiraptera: Amblycera, Ischnocera),
and in the second one there are only papers which present information on sucking
lice (Phthiraptera: Anoplura).
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BIBLIOGRAFIA PHTHIRAPTEROLOGICÃ (INSECTA: PHTHIRAPTERA) A
ROMÂNIEI

REZUMAT

Lucrarea se adreseazã tuturor celor care studiazã sau care intenþioneazã sã înceapã un studiu
asupra phthirapterelor din fauna României, precum ºi celor care vor sã afle mai multe informaþii
referitoare la aceste insecte ectoparazite din România. Astfel, lucrarea prezintã mai întâi un scurt istoric
al cercetãrilor asupra reprezentanþilor ordinului Phthiraptera din fauna României. De asemenea, este
prezentatã ºi o listã care cuprinde 109 titluri de lucrãri ºtiinþifice ºi capitole din cãrþi ce au fost publicate
pânã în prezent ºi care conþin date referitoare la pãduchii de pe pãsãrile ºi mamiferele din România.
Aceastã listã este structuratã în douã secþiuni: prima secþiune cuprinde lucrãrile care conþin date
referitoare doar la malofage (reprezentanþii subordinelor Amblycera ºi Ischnocera); iar, ce-a de-a doua
secþiune cuprinde lucrãrile care conþin date referitoare doar la pãduchii hematofagi (reprezentanþii
subordinului Anoplura). Unele lucrãri de medicinã veterinarã care doar amintesc de pãduchi ºi nu fac
referire decât la efectele prezenþei acestora asupra gazdelor ºi la metodele de combatere, au fost omise
din aceastã listã. Aceastã listã rãmâne deschisã completãrilor ulterioare.

Received: February 28, 2007 Muzeul Naþional de Istorie Naturalã “Grigore Antipa”
Accepted: April 5, 2007 ªos. Kiseleff nr. 1, 011341 Bucureºti 2, România

e-mail: cadam@antipa.ro

144 COSTICÃ ADAM


